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Addictions in North Africa: Emerging Dynamics, Challenges and Public Health 
Opportunities 

This presentation provides an overview of the evolving landscape of addictions in North Africa 
within the broader African context. It begins with an analysis of the situation in Africa, 
highlighting the rapid increase in substance use and emerging public health challenges. It then 
focuses on the epidemiology in North Africa, including patterns of substance use, the 
emergence of new substances, and the growing role of behavioral addictions. 

The presentation also examines the organization of healthcare systems and the availability of 
addiction services in the region, identifying both progress and existing gaps. Particular 
attention is given to treatment approaches, including opioid agonist therapy (OAT) and harm 
reduction strategies, as well as their implementation. 

Prevention strategies are discussed, emphasizing current limitations and the need for more 
structured and targeted interventions. Finally, the presentation addresses specific 
populations, including women, youth, incarcerated individuals, and people who use drugs, 
highlighting the importance of tailored approaches. 

Overall, this presentation aims to provide an integrated perspective on addictions in North 
Africa, outlining both challenges and opportunities for strengthening public health responses. 

 


