
IT TAKES 
A VILLAGE 
TO RECOVER
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COMMUNITY

SOCIAL

PERSONAL



THE HONOR OF ONE 
IS THE HONOR OF ALL ... 

THE HURT OF ONE 
IS THE HURT OF ALL …

(Coyhis & White)



“It is important that people in 
recovery are part of our society”

80% of Sco)sh
responents agrees



“Do you want to live next to a person 
in recovery?”

57% of UK 
respondents

agrees



“Do you want to hire a person in 
recovery from heroin/crack if this

person is fit for the job?”

34% of UK 
employees agrees



Limited Knowledge

Limited Visibility
Limited Resources



ROSC
Implemented at a 

city level

Bridging and 
linking 
capital

Access to 
community 
recovery 
capital 

resources

CHIME



Best et al (2015) LIR survey
People who achieve stable recovery: 
• Have increased levels of contribuBng to community 

health and wellbeing
• 80% of them reported acBvely volunteering in their 

local communiBes - this is twice the rate reported by 
the general public

• More than 70% of them were in stable employment, 
also boosBng the local economy and reducing costs



MAKE RECOVERY VISIBLE

CELEBRATE RECOVERY

CHALLENGE STIGMA



IRC Council

• Mission statement
• Audit/asset map
• Activity planning

Monitoring and
evalua3on



Len Grant



Stuart Green, Recovery Games,  Aspire & New Beginnings, Doncaster



Stuart Green & Neil Firbank, Recovery Games,  Aspire & New Beginnings, Doncaster



Ghent as an inclusive city for people in recovery 



IRC Council

• Mission statement
• Audit/asset map
• Activity planning

Monitoring and
evalua3on



“This is the place where I work. 

They gave me, despite my past, a chance. (…)

I started a new life here. (…) 

They believe in me.. ”

(Photovoice postdoctoral project Colman, 2022)





www.inclusivecities.info

charlo7e.colman@ugent.be


